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Appendix 5:

Questionnaire to probe pupils’ understanding of key scientific terms

Premable: I am from the University of Cambridge, and I am going to ask you some questions about your understanding of science. Your answers will be confidential (we will not let anyone know what individual students tell us). We think these are difficult questions, so just tell me if you do not know an answer, and we will move on to another question.

	Coding:
	Date
	Sch
	Y
	Gp
	code:  SEP/    


Can you tell me your name?

Can you tell me your class/form/tutor group?

Can you tell me your date of birth?

	name
	group
	d.o.b.

	
	
	__ __ / __ __ / __ __


	1A) Have you come across the word ‘theory’ in science? (and if yes)

Can you explain what a theory is?

	YES / NO



	1B) Do you know any examples of scientific theories?: 

	


	2A) Have you come across the word ‘hypothesis’ in science? (and if yes)

Can you explain what a hypothesis is?

	YES / NO



	2B) Could you suggest an example of a hypothesis? 

	


	3A) Have you come across the word ‘experiment’ in science? (and if yes)

Can you explain what an experiment is?

	YES / NO



	3B) Can you give any examples of experiments that scientists have done? 

	

	3C) Can you tell me about an example of an experiment that you have done in science?

	


	4A) Have you come across the word ‘model’ in science? (and if yes)

Can you explain what a model is?

	YES / NO



	4B) Can you tell me about any models you have seen or used in science? 

	


Thank you very much for talking to me. 

	code:  SEP/    
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